
 

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

PROPOSED VEHICLE LICENCE CONDITIONS 
PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES AND HACKNEY CARRIAGES  

 2007 edition (1) 
 

These conditions apply to both hackney carriages and private hire vehicles except where 
stated. The proprietor of the vehicle must ensure that the vehicle complies with the following 
conditions at all times and that the other requirements set out below are strictly complied 
with:- 
 
1. TYPE OF VEHICLE 
 
 The vehicle must be safe, comfortable and suitable in type, size and design for use 

as a private hire vehicle and must be:- 
 
 (a) Private Hire Vehicle: not of such design and appearance as to lead any 

person to believe that the vehicle is a hackney carriage; or 
 
  Hackney Carriage: a “London” type taxi cab finished in the manufacturer’s 

standard colour; or 
 
 (b) a standard vehicle finished in the manufacturer’s standard colour with a 

minimum of four doors not including the tailgate (unless specifically adapted to 
be used as an access or egress point) ; or 

 
 (c) a vehicle specially adapted to carry disabled persons and approved by the 

Council; and 
 
 (d) have an engine, the nominal cubic capacity of which is not less than 1300ccs; 

(1500cc for diesel cars) Environmentally friendly vehicles such as hybrid 
vehicles, electric or LPG vehicles will be considered on their individual merits 

 
 (e) no more than five years old from the date of its first registration when first 

presented for licensing. Luxury executive vehicles used for chauffeuring work 
may at the discretion of the licensing officer be given an exemption to this 
condition, subject to no vehicle being more than seven years of age from the 
date of its first registration; and 

 
(f) in a condition so as to comply at all times with all relevant statutory 

requirements.  (Testing by the Council does not avoid the need for MOT 
certificates for all vehicles more than one year old.  The MOT certificate must 
be produced on the Council’s inspection and must have at least 3 months 
unexpired then). 

 
(g) Where, by the removal of seats a vehicles original seating capacity is reduced 

to the maximum capacity of eight passenger seats, the redundant seat 
mountings must be rendered unusable. This must be done in such a way as to 
prevent the easy refitment of seats. 

 
2.  MAINTENANCE OF VEHICLE 
 
 (a) LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 

All front and rear lamps including headlamps, stop lamps, directional indicators, 
hazard lamps and fog lamps shall be fully operational. Also lamp lenses shall be 



 

clean and free from any chips or cracks which affect the beam pattern or allow 
moisture to enter the light casing. Reflectors should be free of corrosion or similar 
defects. 

 
(b) STEERING AND SUSPENSION 
The steering shall be fully operational and comply with VOSA inspection regulations. 
The suspension shall be fully operational, free from any leaks and with no excessive 
bounce. All components to be in good working order. 

 
  (c) BRAKES 

All brakes including the foot and handbrakes shall be in good working order and pull 
evenly in accordance with VOSA inspection regulations.  All vehicles shall be fitted 
with a high level brake light 
 
  
(d) TYRES AND WHEELS 
All vehicles shall carry in accordance with manufacturers recommendations a correct 
fitting spare wheel and tyre and all necessary tools for wheel changing. All tyres 
including the spare tyre should be in a roadworthy condition and comply with all 
relevant statutory requirements. Tyres shall be of all radial or all crossply design 
 

 (e) SEATBELTS   
 All vehicles shall have fully operational seatbelts in the front and rear to 

accommodate all passengers. Seatbelts should be in good condition and not be 
frayed or torn. All seatbelts shall be mounted to the vehicle body (not to vehicle seats 
unless specifically designed to do so) and adequately secured. 

 
 (f) HORN 
 The vehicles horn shall be fully operational and be adequately audible. 
 
 (g) HEATER 
 The vehicle shall be fitted with a fully operational heater, which can be adjusted 

according to the needs of the passengers 
 
 (h) WIPERS AND WASHERS 
 The correct size wiper blades shall be fitted and shall not be torn or frayed. The 

windscreen washers should operate correctly and fully. 
 
 
3. COACHWORK 
 
 Vehicles must comply with the following:- 
 
 (a) the width of the rear part of the body, measured from internal armrest to 

internal armrest 1.28m, this measurement to be made with both rear doors 
closed; 

 
 (b) the minimum leg room for passengers using the rear seats shall be 22cms, 

the measurement to be taken from the rear door pillar to the nearest point of 
the rear seat squab; 

 
 (c) all doors shall be capable of being opened from both the inside and the 

outside and to an angle of at least 60 degrees.  Two windows capable of 
being adjusted and secured in any open or partly open position shall be fitted; 

 



 

 (d) all glass fitted shall be safety glass, i.e. glass that if fractured does not fly into 
fragments capable of causing severe cuts; 

 
 (e) Glass, either in the window, windscreen or other part of the vehicle shall   not 

be broken or discoloured and shall be free from cracks in accordance with 
VOSA regulations; 

 
 (f) All coachwork shall be maintained in a clean condition and in proper state of 

repair; and 
 
 (g) if the vehicle is an estate or hatchback type car it must be fitted with a guard 

rail or other device of a type approved by the Council to separate the rear 
loading area from the passengers. 

 
4. GENERAL 
 
 

a) The vehicle must be fitted with an internal rear view mirror and on both sides with 
external rear view mirrors; 

 
b) Two way radio equipment may not be installed without the prior approval of the 

Council’s inspecting officer who may specify the position of the equipment to 
ensure safe operation; 

 
c) All parts of the vehicle, its fittings and equipment both internal and external must 

be kept in an efficient, safe and clean condition and comply at all times with all 
relevant statutory requirements; and 

 
d) The vehicle must at all times be insured to the satisfaction of the Council for fare 

paying passengers. 
e) The vehicle shall ensure that at all times whilst the vehicle is used on public roads 

there is a current vehicle excise licence in force for the vehicle 
f) Hackney Carriages vehicles shall at all times have a fare table issued by South 

Cambridgeshire District Council displayed within the vehicle in a clear and 
prominent manner. 

 
5. SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
 
 The proprietor shall provide and maintain in good order in the vehicle:- 
 
 (a) an efficient fire extinguisher (minimum capacity 0.6 kg) carried in a position so 

as to be readily available for use; with the identification number issued by the 
Council indelibly marked upon it and 

 
 (b) a suitable first aid kit containing appropriate first aid dressings and appliances. 
 
 
6. EXTERIOR SIGNS 
 
 The proprietor shall ensure that:- 
 
 (a) Except where authorised in writing by the Licensing Officer under Section 

75(3) Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, at all times the 
vehicle current licence plate provided by the Council is displayed; and 

 



 

 (b) Private Hire Vehicle:  No roof sign shall be displayed at any time Hackney 
Carriage:  The vehicle is fitted with a roof sign not exceeding 500mm in length 
and 120mm in height and bearing the word “TAXI” illuminated in yellow on a 
black background and no other lettering to the front and the word “TAXI” or 
the proprietors’ name, trading name and/or telephone number illuminated in 
red on a black background and no other lettering to the rear.  Any alternative 
sign may not be displayed except with the written authority of the Licensing 
Officer and must in any event bear the words mentioned above and no others; 

 
 (c) Hackney Carriage:  The roof sign is maintained in good order and displayed at 

all times on the roof of the vehicle except:- 
 
  (i) when the vehicle is on hire for a wedding; 
  (ii) when it is necessary to accommodate passengers luggage by the use 

of a roof rack; 
  (iii) when the vehicle is being used for the proprietor or a person 

authorised by the proprietor for social, domestic or pleasure purposes; 
  (iv) otherwise with the prior approval in writing of the Licensing Officer. 
 
 (d) Hackney Carriage:  The roof sign is illuminated during the hours of darkness 

except when the vehicle is under hire. 
 
 (e) Private Hire Vehicle:  The vehicle shall not be licensed or be deemed to be 

licensed at any time if no current vehicle licence plate provided by the Council 
is displayed on the vehicle or is subject to condition 16. 

 
 (f) In certain circumstances the Council may authorise or require alternative or 

additional exterior signs subject to such further or substituted conditions as 
the Council may determine. 

 
7. ADVERTISEMENT 
 
 Subject always to the Council’s right to disallow any advertisement, no advertisement 

shall be displayed on the exterior of the vehicle except on advertisement panels with 
an area not exceeding 0.56sqm on the side doors. 

 
8. INSPECTION 
 
 The proprietor shall submit the vehicle to the Council or its appointed agents for 

inspection:- 
 
 (a) annually when the licence is due for renewal; 
 
 (b) after any repair made necessary by an accident affecting the safety, 

performance or appearance of the vehicle or the comfort or convenience of 
passengers and the proprietor shall notify the Licensing Officer of any such 
accident within 72 hours; and 

 
 (c) at any other time if so requested by the Licensing Officer. 
 
9. CONVICTIONS 
 
 The proprietor shall, within seven days disclose to the Licensing Officer, in writing, 

details of any conviction arising from Court action imposed on him or, if the proprietor 
is a company, on any of its directors during the period of the licence. 



 

 
10. CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
 The proprietor shall notify the Licensing Officer in writing of any change of address 

during the period of licence within seven days of such change taking place. 
 
11.   TRANSFER OF LICENCE 
 
 If an owner/proprietor/co-0wner of a vehicle in respect of which the Council has 

granted a licence, transfers his/her interest in the vehicle, he/she shall within 14 days 
after the transfer give written notice of the transfer to the Council. That notice must 
contain the name and address of the person to whom the licensed vehicle has been 
transferred and the written consent to the transfer from the previous 
proprietor(s)/owner(s)11.  

 
12. SURRENDER OF LICENCE 
 
 Except in situations to which Section 49 Local Government (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1976 applies (transfer of vehicles with licence), if the proprietor 
ceases to the use the vehicle for the purpose for which it is licensed he shall 
surrender the licence and return the plate, which remains the property of South 
Cambridgeshire District Council, to the Licensing Officer. 

 
13. DEPOSIT OF DRIVERS’ LICENCES 
 
 If the proprietor permits or employs any other person to drive the vehicle as a 

hackney carriage or private hire vehicle he shall, before that person commences to 
drive the vehicle, cause that person to deliver to him his hackney carriage or private 
hire vehicle driver’s licence for retention until such time as the driver ceases to be 
permitted or employed to drive the vehicle or any other vehicle of his. 

 
14. HACKNEY CARRIAGE: TAXIMETER 
 
 (a) The vehicle shall be fitted with a taximeter visibly recording the passenger fare 

payable in conformity with such table of fares as may from time to time be 
approved by the Council; 

 
 (b) The position of the taximeter shall be agreed by the Council’s inspecting 

officer and shall be maintained at all times so that fare displayed can readily 
be seen by the passenger; and 

 
 (c) The operation of the taximeter shall accord with any byelaws made by the 

Council. 
 
15. HACKNEY CARRIAGE: BYELAWS 
 
 The vehicle must comply with the relevant provisions of the hackney carriage byelaws 

or be taken out of service as a hackney carriage until such time as the vehicle 
complies with the byelaws. 

 
16. DISC CONDITIONS (PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES) 
 
 The following condition applies ONLY if the Council has allowed in writing a 

disc to be used instead of a plate. 
 



 

 The Council has determined that under your Private Hire Vehicle Licence condition 
6(f) (Exterior Signs) you may affix a Council approved and supplied disc to the front 
windscreen (instead of a plate at the rear) for all uses of the vehicle as a private hire 
vehicle where the driver is acting as a uniformed chauffeur under a written contract 
for one or more journeys.  If any use of the vehicle as a private hire vehicle is made 
where there is no written contract or where the driver is not in uniform a plate shall be 
used at the rear of the vehicle.  If neither plate nor disc is affixed or if there is any 
contravention of this provision the vehicle shall not be deemed to be licensed. 

 
 [NB: In Cambridge City certain Road Traffic Regulation advantages given to licensed 

vehicles in use as such may not be available unless a plate is used.  You will need to 
observe the relevant requirements if you wish to claim those advantages.] 

 
17. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CONDITIONS 
 
 Failure to comply with any of these conditions may result in the Council suspending, 

revoking or refusing to renew the licence and in certain circumstances, in 
prosecution. There is a right of appeal to the Magistrates Court. 

 
 These conditions consolidate, amend and update previous vehicle licence conditions 

and will be effective upon renewals after1 April 2007. 


